SOUTH WITHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd October at 7.30pm

Present 07-149
Cllr P Dedynski, Cllr C Hewson, Cllr A White, Cllr B McClellan, Cllr C Robinson, Cllr A Smith, Cllr C Hodgkin, Cllr C Van Straubenzee, Mrs Sandon (parish clerk), 2 members of public
Apologies for Absence 07-150
Cllr C Ashton (Chair), Cllr M Wilkins, Cllr N Bland, SKDC Cllr M Radley
Public forum,
Gordon from PO came along to the meeting and explained to the PC that South Witham PO has been identified for closure and has just entered a six week consultation period during which members of the public can submit their comments to Post Office Ltd.( forms available from the PO). There are 36 POs set to close in Lincs and if SW closes the service provided will reduce from 53 hrs a week to 13 hrs via a Hosted (ie. set up in a vh/ pub) or Partner service ( ie. via a retained PO such as Colsterworth). This raises safety and transport concerns particularly for the many elderly within the village with infrequent buses to Colsterworth. SW PO is also the last in the County before you get to Rutland and the village is still growing with a new development being built at present. Clerk to raise points on behalf of PC and Cllrs and villagers encouraged to respond individually to consultation.
Chairman’s Remarks 07-151
Cllr P Dedynski ( Vice Chair) welcomed Cllr C Van Straubenzee to the Parish Council. 

Receive Declaration of Interests 07-152  None received.
Notes of the Last Meeting held on the 4th Sept 2007 07-153
Alter date of minutes to read 4th September (not 7th August)

Parish Council Vacancy 07-138, alter Mrs Straubenzee to Mrs Van Straubenzee.

The notes were then approved by the Council and signed by the Vice Chair in acceptance as minutes. 
Clerk’s & Councillor’s reports on matters outstanding 07-154
07-137 police matters, parking outside SW Primary, Water Lane-clerk read out reply from SW Primary in response to PC ltr detailing problem of both staff and parents parking outside the school. Steps being taken by the school include 1) Termly school newsletter details School Travel Plan section asking parents to leave vehicles at home and walk to school where possible. Also reminds parents of the parking available at the VH and Angel Inn.(copy enc.for PC) 2) Community Beat Officer (Richard) coming into school on the 16th Oct, intends to set a meeting with parents to discuss parking.3) LCC Travel Plan review due, initiatives such as Golden Boot Award for walking to school to be implemented. PSCOs have also been doing spot checks on parking outside the school in early Sept. Clerk asked to check with LCC re. next stage help offered at previous site meeting with Cllrs White and Dedynski once rec pathways were in place and being used by the schoolchildren.. 
07-142 New Model Code of Conduct-clerk handed out new guides to Cllrs and advised that SKDC and the Standards Board have been notified accordingly of SWPC adopted code.
Youth Shelter 07-155
Cllr White agreed to site the shelter this month, Cllr Smith has no smoking signs ready for shelter to comply with legislation. 
Proposed New Cemetery, Moor Lane 07-156
Working party namely Cllrs McClellan, White and Bland to schedule monthly meetings to discuss project and to arrange a site visit to inspect hedgerows. LCC grants available for hedgerows, deadline of 30th Sept, so consider for next yr. Ltr received from SKDC re.proposal advising application cost £265 for change of use from agricultural to cemetery/burial ground, wparty to deal.

To Receive Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies 07-157
a)Village Hall   - report presented by Cllr Smith, 6ft freezer sourced by Cllr Bland £250, Cllr White offered to collect. Cllr Hodgkin to speak to Mother and Toddler group re. locking open the safety gate in hallway, if no response this will be removed. Dates for diary 27th Oct Funblast family fun night, 3rd Nov Bonfire Night, 8th Dec Xmas Festival. Cllr Bland/ Mr Duffy to complete outstanding VH fire risk assessment, other fire info to be displayed on notice board. Cllr Smith to arrange annual gas safety check for Dec. VHMC now has three trained first aiders on committee. Current VH Hire Agreement given to clerk for PC records. In reply to concern raised, clerk confirmed with Insurers that action cannot be taken against individuals on PC/VHMC, only against PC as a whole under Public Liability section of policy.
Police Matters 07-158
Re. motorbike incident on rec, Cllr Robinson had received a letter from the Chief Constable, Lincs Police stating that his letter has now been forwarded to Terry Hackett, the Divisional Commander for the South Division for appropriate attention. Cllr White to bring along barrier designs to next meeting. 
Highway Matters 07-159

07-90 Church (PC) notice board, Cllr Ashton with relevant information not at PC meeting, clerk to discuss with Chair outside of meeting.
07-93 Harrington Rd damaged trees, SKDC retracted earlier offer of replacing trees under maintenance scheme (no budget), clerk therefore liaised with resident and submitted application for 2 Rowan and 1 Crab Apple to LCC under free trees for parishes scheme by 30th Sept deadline. 
07-126 Blackthorn hedge, Tollemache Fields, clerk in receipt of reply from SKDC stating that their authority is not responsible for the hedge, clerk since written to LCC, reply also not responsible as not part of the road adoption. LCC state it would appear that the residents’ properties bordering the hedge are responsible for the upkeep and trimming etc… Cllr Bland also advised prior to meeting that he had pruned this hedge and also the hedge at the VH entrance to improve junction visibility.  Cllrs Smith and Hodgkin to speak to Tollemache Fields residents re.matter. 
07-126 Stile/ footpath rear of Blue Cow Inn- Cllr McClellan had checked on this and the stile is missing, clerk to report to LCC along with further two stiles at rear of Tanyard House (into Tollemache field).
Clerk to chase LCC re. state of roads, ie. temporary patches on High St and outside Tollemache fields.

Annual ROSPA Inspection of Play Areas 07-160

Clerk in receipt of annual ROSPA inspection report, small amount of maintenance work required, clerk to arrange, broken glass at skatepark highlighted on report and removed once again, clerk has new litter bin to replace damaged bin at skatepark. One high risk item identified, the freestanding metal goals which should be secured against toppling. (first time included on report). Clerk brought to meeting some goal post safety info from the FA website, to discuss further at next meeting.
VH street cleaner advised that she had once again cleared up a large amount of glass at SKDC park area at rear of Moor Lane and that the swings are broken, clerk to report to SKDC to fix. 
Planning Matters 07-161
a)New planning applications received by SKDC for Parish Council comment ;
i) South Witham Quarry- Blast Monitoring Scheme, Cllr Wilkins reviewed scheme prior to meeting and his report was presented to the PC, clerk asked to write to LCC acknowledging scheme, no objections raised by PC.
b) SKDC planning permissions granted/refused-none.

Development of Land off Moor Lane 07-162 – no action, leave on Agenda.
Finance Matters 07-163
a)Monthly Summary Oct 2007 –bal to date £19590.87, ½ yr Precept banked by clerk £10800, chqs signed-clerk £261.68, street cleaner £182 plus £5.99 exps brush/ dustpan, cleaner to now work winter hours, 14 per month until April, VH cleaner £208, R Webster £122.20, Playsafety (Rospa) £141, Moore Stephens £334.88, Mr Harris £25 (cemetery hedge), Glasdon (bin) £233.31. Ltr from VHMC re. PC support for bonfire night, Cllrs agreed on a £300 donation. Cllr McClellan volunteered to write to SKDC and challenge uncontested election invoice received £31, PC held off from submitting chq. 
Cllrs signed new bank mandate, 1 further Cllr to sign before submit to HSBC. 

b) 2006/7 Audit of accounts- Moore Stephens letter received re. audit complete, clerk has put up statutory notice re.closure of audit at Post Office to meet requirements.  
Correspondence 07-164
Parish Council invitation by SWPCC to meet potential new vicar on 12th Nov at Angel Inn, clerk to email Cllrs with details. Cllr McClellan raised PC representation still required on SW Primary Board of Governors, Cllr McClellan agreed to take on role and will contact school regarding the position. LCC Local Dev Scheme and Statement of Community Involvement, LCC Parish Paths Partnership (P3) grant form, Rural Links.

Appointment of Third Member 07-165
Cllr B McClellan
HallHDate of next meetings 07-166
Tues 6th Nov, 7.30pm 
               

The meeting closed at 9.20pm
