SOUTH WITHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 4th March at 7.30pm

Present 07-243
Cllr C Ashton (Chair), Cllr P Dedynski (Vice Chair), Cllr M Wilkins, Cllr B McClellan, Cllr A White, Cllr C Hewson, Cllr A Smith, Cllr C Hodgkin, Mrs Sandon (parish clerk), Mrs Radley (SKDCllr), Mr Chapman ( LCCllr).
Apologies for Absence 07-244
Cllr N Bland, Cllr C Robinson, Cllr C Van Straubenzee,
Chairman’s Remarks 07-245 Cllr Ashton welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Receive Declaration of Interests 07-246 None.
Notes of the Last Meeting held on the 5th February 2008 07-247
Amendment to Present 07-224, remove Cllr Wilkins, insert Cllr White, Apologies for Absence 07-225, remove Cllr White, insert Cllr Wilkins. 
Cllr McClellan sought an explanation to the letter sent out to the VHMC regarding the VH finances as no mention of this in Feb minutes. Cllr Ashton outlined the conversations following on after Feb meeting closure and resulting letter sent by the clerk in consultation with the Chair. Cllr McClellan in full agreement with the action taken and proposed that the Chairman’s action be ratified, all PC members in favour. The notes were then approved by the Council and signed by the Chair in acceptance as minutes. 
Proposed Extension to South Witham Quarry, visit from Ennstone Johnston 
Ltd/Heaton Planning Consultants to discuss with Parish Council 07-248

Mr Gladwin and Mr Saxton (Ennstone Johnston) and Mr Warren (Heaton Planning Consultant) outlined the proposal. The proposed extension to the quarry will sustain mineral production for another 14 yrs approx. The current quarry has approx. 5 yrs of materials left. Access to the site is proposed via a haul route to link with the southern access to the A1 and via a new access onto Fosse Lane for vehicles travelling north. The benefit to the village is that no traffic will go through the village at all with the exception of local deliveries. Ennstone agreed that even before the new section of quarry is mined, ie. within the existing 5yrs of minerals being quarried, they will use the new access routes and vehicles will cease to travel through the village. The PC found this proposal very favourable to South Witham. PC comments will be made in due course on receipt of the formal application. Cllr Wilkins posed the idea of extending the haul road slightly and allowing Thistleton Quarry (Access Revisions application currently pending) to share the facility. This would reduce the HGV traffic impact on neighbouring villages affected such as Stainby, Sewstern.

Ennstone Johnston to look into this and Cllr Wilkins to work with neighbouring parishes and local bodies ie.LCC/ RCC to work a favourable solution for all.      
To receive reports from representatives on outside bodies (Cllrs reports) 07-249
a.Village Hall, i) Finances – meeting set for Tues 18th March at 7.30pm to discuss the vhmc finances, clerk to advise vhmc. Cllrs to attend Cllr Ashton, White, McClellan, Bland and the clerk. 
ii)General- report presented for the vhmc, AGM is on the 7th April at 7pm in the vh, open to everyone. New healthy eating group and circuit training group started, vh now in use every weeknight. Annual alarm inspection scheduled 5th March.


Proposed New Cemetery, Moor Lane - report from PC Sub-Committee 07-250, Cllr McClellan and Cllr Bland had met on site to assess the field. Report distributed and read out to the PC, report on file with the clerk. Action this month- clerk to apply for change of land use to burial land, hence cheque payable to SKDC for £265 prepared by the clerk. Clerk/ Cllr McClellan to look into grants for setting up burial grounds, Cllr White to arrange equipment for water table testing. 
South Witham Post Office closure 07-251– nothing official sent to PC, however information in local press, on poster at PO and also on Post Office Ltd website stating that the service will be a partnership service operating from Savemores. Cllr Ashton reported that he had been advised by Savemores manager that he will not be taking on this partnership, which was to be run in conjunction with Colsterworth PO.   
Highway Matters 07-252
a) Outstanding Issues
07-90 Church (PC) notice board – this has now been installed. Discussion took place regarding the removal of the old board and the water leak found which the contractor repaired, briefly interrupting the local water supply. Clerk had received a verbal complaint from a resident regarding the matter, which has now been resolved.  Letter of thanks received from the SWPCC for the new notice board and request for cost details so that the church may share the cost with the PC, clerk to liaise. Clerk had submitted a photo of the board to O2 Community for their website.
07-229 b) Other i) Replacement street signs – SKDC advised Water Lane, High Street, Market Court are all on order. Clerk reported Station Avenue sign again re. unsightly graffiti, SKDC to deal. 

 iii) Thistleton Lane development lighting, clerk advised that two lamps are on order, to be installed in next few weeks, with existing light to be connected shortly.
iv) Cables found on Thistleton Lane, LCC rep had visited the site and reported the cables (non live) to Central Networks who will tidy them up.
b) Other – i)LRSP letter received re. PC application to the School Safety Zone Scheme (SSZ). LRSP has approached SW Headmaster and await his reply re. support for the SSZ to take this further. 
ii) Rubbish outside existing cemetery, clerk to report to street cleaner to deal.
iii) Rubbish inside gateway on Mill Lane- clerk to take a look. iv) 7.5 tonne sign missing on approach to village from A1, clerk to report to LCC. 

Finance Matters (Mar 2008) 07-253
a)Monthly Summary –BMM bal to date £1435.58, chqs signed-clerk £430.41, street cleaner £91, VH cleaner £208, LALC subs £300.03, Witham Word grant £300.00, SKDC £265.00.
Clerk had looked into VH gas/electric contracts (E-ON), on a fixed yrly tariff so cannot be moved, clerk to diarise for review in Nov08. Allianz letter rec’d re. renewal of PC insurance 1st June 2008. 

Planning Matters 07-254
a) New planning applications for Parish Council comment received after publication of Agenda- none. 
b) Thistleton Quarry access revisions update – Cllr Wilkins to liaise with relevant bodies as discussed under point 07-248.

c) Proposed Extension to South Witham Quarry PC preliminary discussion- refer to 07-248.
d) SKDC planning permissions granted/refused- none.
Play Area Inspection – Cllr Dedynski report 07-255, mole hills need levelling, graffiti on skatepark (no action to be taken), dented overflowing bin by toddler area, PC agreed to purchase new bin for the toddler area, clerk to arrange.

Still a problem with people depositing bagged dog poo in the bins, residents reminded to take this kind of waste home with them to put in their own bins. 
Police Matters 07-256- none.
Youth Shelter 07-257 Deferred until April. 
Development of land off Moor Lane 07-258– no action.

Correspondence 07-259 SWPCC Invitations to Cllrs 1) to meet the Bishop of Grantham on Good Friday (21st Mar) at 3pm. 2) to the service to license the new vicar for the Witham Group of Parishes, Rev Tom Broadbent on Weds 23rd April at 7.30pm. LCC Accessibility & Policy Unit Voluntary Car Scheme info. LCC Launch of new fire appliance for Grantham Fire Service- 11th March at 3pm.
LALC Open Forum, clerk had circulated details to Cllrs- 13th March, 7.15pm Cranwell Village Hall. LALC Calor Village of the Year 2008, LCC Good Citizen Award- clerk had put up poster at Savemores, Voluntary Centre poster- to PO via Cllr Hodgkin. LCR.
Appointment of third member 07-260 Cllr N Bland

Date of next meeting 07-261 Tues 1st April at 7.30pm 
               


Meeting closed at 9.45pm
