SOUTH WITHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 8th January at 7.30pm

Present 07-205
Cllr C Ashton (Chair), Cllr P Dedynski (Vice Chair), Cllr N Bland, Cllr C Robinson, 
Cllr C Van Straubenzee, Mrs Sandon (parish clerk), 
Apologies for Absence 07-206
Cllr A White, Cllr M Wilkins, Cllr C Hewson, Cllr B McClellan, Cllr A Smith, Cllr C Hodgkin,
Chairman’s Remarks 07-207– Cllr Ashton wished everyone present a happy new year.
Receive Declaration of Interests 07-208 Cllr Ashton declared an interest in agenda item no.8.Youth Shelter.

Notes of the Last Meeting held on the 4th Dec 2007 07-209
Highway Matters 07-200, ii) clerk asked to write to Denman & Sons Ltd (not Demmonds) re. ownership of Tollemache Fields roadside hedge. The notes were then approved by the Council and signed by the Chair in acceptance as minutes. 
Finance Matters 07-210
a)Monthly Summary Jan 2008 –bal to date £16392.14, chqs signed-clerk £279.27, street cleaner £91 VH cleaner £208, PTL ( VH asbestos review).
b) Parish Council bank a/cs- clerk had researched higher interest a/cs and contacted five banks and building societies offering the best rates. The PC agreed to put £10k in a HSBC high int deposit bond for 1 yr (5.25%gross int), clerk to arrange. The new HSBC chq a/c has been opened, awaiting proof of i.d from several cllrs to be taken into local HSBC, to do before next PC meeting if possible. 
c) Clerk’s salary/ hours of work- the clerk was asked to keep a log of working hours for Dec as workload has been steadily increasing over the last couple of years. Clerk had worked 39 hrs and is paid for 26 hrs per month, therefore 13 extra unpaid hrs in a relatively quiet month. She was also asked to enquire of other clerks working hrs, Colsterworth and surrounding 10-15 hrs, Corby Glen 7 hrs per week. It was agreed by the PC that the clerk should be paid for 40 hrs per month, with no pay rate rise (last rate increase being Apr06), with working hrs to be reviewed again in 6 months. This was accepted by the clerk who thanked the Cllrs for their support.   
Planning Matters 07-211
a)New planning applications for Parish Council comment received after publication of Agenda- none.
b) SKDC planning permissions granted/refused- permission has been granted by SKDC for Conroy Construction Ltd, substitution of house type, as approved under S06/0781, for plots 21 & 24, Thistleton Lane.
South Witham Post Office closure 07-212- clerk had taken a call from P O Ltd exploring possibility of using the VH car park to park a mobile PO van. It was explained to the clerk that PO Ltd is exploring the options at present and that other options have not been ruled out. Clerk asked for questions and information to be put to the PC in writing, nothing received as yet.

Youth Shelter 07-213- in the absence of Cllr White, this item was deferred until next meeting.
Proposed New Cemetery, Moor Lane 07-214- in absence of two of the councillors on the working party, this item was deferred until next time. 
Reminder regarding the current cemetery, this is under the ownership of the church and therefore the Public should address all correspondence, complaints etc… to the parish church and not to the parish council. 
To receive reports from representatives on outside bodies (Cllrs reports) 07-215
a.Village Hall, in absence of VHMC reps this item was deferred until next meeting.
Play Area Inspection 02-216
a) December Inspection (Cllr Wilkins) - this had not been done as Cllr Wilkins had been ill, Cllr Ashton to perform first inspection in January.
b) Rota- this was given to all Cllrs present, along with general checklist to be used to perform inspection.
Police Matters 07-217
Parish Council had been advised of new police contact tel. nos. for PCSOs Simon Wall 07825 100356 and Hayley Sugden 07939 983281. PC Higgins remains on 07939 887565 and the office is still 01476 860222. 
Clerk’s & Councillor’s reports on matters outstanding 07-218 

07-90 Church (PC) notice board, clerk had ordered the new PC/church notice board from Harry Stebbing, cost £1038.75 plus vat, to be delivered end of Jan/ early Feb. PC had received details of O2 community grant website from Helen Andersen. Clerk applied for £300 grant towards the project pre Christmas and received confirmation on the 7th Jan 2008 that the application had been successful, cheque to be forwarded to the PC next week.

07-126 Stile/ footpath rear of Blue Cow Inn, Cllr McClellan reported to the clerk that he had taken a look at this area and the footpath is clear and freely accessible. The gate at the lower end of the field does not have a stile, but the gate is broken/ permanently open so there is no need for a stile at present. The stile at the upper end is in place and serviceable. 
07-137 police matters, parking outside SW Primary, Water Lane- on 13th Dec Cllrs Dedynski, Robinson, Hewson and the clerk met with LCC highways manager Kevin Brumfield, highways rep Nick Singleton, Mr Emery and a school governor outside the school at home time to discuss parking problems. Mr Brumfield suggested going on the waiting list for the School Safety Zone Scheme which is run by the Lincs Road Safety Partnership (LRSP). This will extend the yellow zigzag lines along Water Lane and if required they can also put zigzags around the triangle opposite the school. This can either be a blanket no parking at any time, or time restrictions can be in place for certain hours of the day, for further discussion between the school/ Parish Council and LRSP. Mr Brumfield to put South Witham on the waiting list, clerk to write to Mr Brumfield to ensure that this has been done. Clerk also received reply from Governing Body detailing what has / is being done by the school to ease congestion and welcoming the local community’s involvement.
Highway Matters 07-219 

a) Dangerous tree in cemetery, resident letter received- clerk advised that a tree expert would be assessing the tree on Sat 12th Jan, to discuss further at next meeting ( reminder church not parish council responsibility).
b) State of Jitty from High St to Church St, clerk had written to SKDC to sort matter with resident, no reply as yet, clerk to chase.
c) Other – clerk had reported to SKDC damaged street light on North Witham Rd, outside cemetery and requested urgent fix as wires exposed. 
Development of Land off Moor Lane 07-220 – no action.
Correspondence 07-221
Publication of the Draft East Mids Plan Panel Report, SKDC Healthy Communities leisure directory- clerk to complete paperwork, Fieldwork, LCR, Clerk’s & Council’s Direct, LALC courses includ. community training events to VHMC, burials seminar (12/3/08)- clerk to attend, Cllrs to consider and let clerk know if wish to attend.  Clerk to produce list of meeting dates for Cllrs and to update PC contact details list for publication.
Appointment of Third Member 07-222
Cllr C Van Straubenzee
HallHDate of next meetings 07-223
Tues 5th February at 7.30pm 
               

Meeting closed at 8.35pm
