SOUTH WITHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Draft minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 4th December at 7.30pm

Present 07-187
Cllr C Ashton (Chair), Cllr M Wilkins, Cllr C Hewson, Cllr B McClellan, Cllr C Robinson, 
Cllr C Van Straubenzee, Cllr A Smith, Cllr C Hodgkin, Mrs Sandon (parish clerk), 1 member of public
Apologies for Absence 07-188
Cllr P Dedynski (Vice Chair), Cllr N Bland, Cllr A White
Public forum- discussion took place regarding dog fouling around the village, in particular Moor Lane, North Witham Rd and the pathways/roads leading towards the primary school. Clerk to place a reminder in witham word that dog fouling is against the law and that the Parish Council has the power to issue on the spot fines of £75 to offenders.

Chairman’s Remarks 07-189 – None.
Receive Declaration of Interests 07-190 None received.
Notes of the Last Meeting held on the 6th Nov 2007 07-191
Highway Matters 07-178, amend to Water Lane (not High Street) dip in road opposite school railings, clerk to report to LCC. The notes were then approved by the Council and signed by the Chair in acceptance as minutes. 
Finance Matters 07-192
a)Monthly Summary Dec 2007 –bal to date £17683.54, chqs signed-clerk £270.18, street cleaner £91 VH cleaner £208, R Webster £122.20,SWPCC Churchyard upkeep £140, SWPCC grant towards cemetery £200 agreed by PCouncil. Woodlands Site Services play area repairs £885, this being £30 more than original quote as additional wetpour repairs needed around springmate.

Clerk advised by HSBC that PC a/c held with bank(3.26% gross) should not have a chq book issued on it, separate chq a/c with free banking/ nil interest to be opened. Clerk brought relevant paperwork to PC meeting, along with internet banking forms for clerk to be able to move monies between a/cs as PC chqs are issued. Clerk asked to look into instant access/ short term investment a/cs to lodge VH loan prov. monies and recreational grant. 
b) Precept 2008 – SKDC require SW precept requirement for 2008/9 and indicative requirement for 2009/10 and 2010/11 to assist with move to 3yr budget setting. PC agreed on Precept of £22,248 for 2008/9, increase of 3% on 2006/7, £23138 for 2009/10 (4% incr) and £24295 for 2010/11(5% incr).

Clerk to advise SKDC accordingly.

Planning Matters 07-193
a)New planning applications for Parish Council comment 

i)Conroy Construction Ltd, substitution of house type, as approved under S06/0781, plots 21 & 24, Thistleton Lane, no objections from the Parish Council.
ii) Other applications received after publication of Agenda – none.

b) SKDC planning permissions granted/refused- none.

South Witham Post Office closure 07-194- options for SWitham PO are due later this week.  

Youth Shelter 07-195- absence of Cllr White, this item deferred until next meeting.
Proposed New Cemetery, Moor Lane 07-196- in hand, working party to meet on 16th Dec to discuss.
To receive reports from representatives on outside bodies (Cllrs reports) 07-197
a.Village Hall, VHMC report on file, no response from Mother & Toddler Group therefore safety gate removed from corridor, freezer to be purchased, clerk reminded Cllrs that PC agreed to fund up to £300 and discussion re.H&S guidelines to be followed re.temp settings. Carpenter being sought to alter disabled toilet door so opens outwards. Asbestos annual check complete, report on file with the clerk. Clerk to forward PTL letter to Insurers to advise that disused toilet only needs inspecting once a year, (not twice yearly).CCTV camera to be aligned by contractor employed to repairing/clearing the guttering. VHMC/PC meeting tba for February to discuss current issues. Christmas Festival on Sat 8th Dec 2-6pm, finances- VHMC books being handed over to D Burton as new Treasurer and VHMC bank mandate being updated. VHMC reported football club have secured goals on rec. to comply with Rospa report.
11. Police Matters 07-198
Lincs Police funding shortfall survey, clerk to respond.
Cllr Ashton stressed that residents should read police section in witham word as all local crime is reported by PC Higgins each month.

Mobile police van is next in the village 14th Jan 2008.
12. Clerk’s & Councillor’s reports on matters outstanding 07-199 

07-90 Church (PC) notice board , Cllr Ashton, Cllr Hewson, clerk and Mrs Metcalfe met prior to PC meeting and agreed the notice board specification ie.two bay oak with polycarbonate glazing, approx £1000, PC agreed Harry Stebbing, a small Norfolk based company to make the board, clerk to arrange. Cllr Hewson to check on existing header information.

07-93 Harrington Rd damaged trees, LCC free trees for parishes, application has been successful, clerk had informed Mrs Batey of arrangements for tree collection, Mrs Batey thanked the Parish Council for help with this scheme.  
07-126 Stile/ footpath rear of Blue Cow Inn, map of footpaths received, Cllr Wilkins to provide copies for Cllrs. Clerk received LCC letter detailing that problems with footpaths 1 and 15 have now been rectified. However, further resident complaint that fence rear of Blue Cow has been smashed. Cllr McClellan to view and report back to PC.
07-137 police matters, parking outside SW Primary, Water Lane- clerk advised that LCC highways rep Mr Nick Singleton and Headmaster Mr Emery to meet with PC reps, Cllrs Dedynski, Robinson, Hewson and clerk on Thurs 13th Dec at 3pm outside the school to discuss parking problems. Clerk has received letter from Friends of the School advising that they have no jurisdiction over any policies relating to school issues. No reply received from Governors.

07-178
Conroy Construction reply re. Thistleton Lane street lighting, plan of street lighting received and viewed by Cllr Wilkins. It appears that Thistleton Lane will gain an additional light and all lights to be operational soon after show homes opened in early Dec. Clerk asked to write further if lighting not operational by end of Dec. 

07-179 Maintenance of PC / SKDC play areas, all repairs carried out by Woodland Site Services.
PC to reinstate the monthly play area inspections of the small children’s play area and skatepark, following checklist provided by the clerk, Cllr Wilkins to action this month.

13. Highway Matters 07-200   

a) Dangerous tree in cemetery, resident letter received. Clerk to arrange for expert to assess tree.
b) State of Jitty from High St to Church St, clerk to write to SKDC to sort matter with resident.
c) Other i) Market Court has several failed lights, clerk asked to call SKDC to sort urgently.
ii) Clerk asked to write to Demmonds re. ownership of Tollemache Fields roadside hedge.
Development of Land off Moor Lane 07-201 – no action.
Correspondence 07-202
SKDC info. litter bins in village will now be emptied every Tuesday.
SKDC Bulletin of changes to Local Authority electoral arrangements, areas and names in England. SKDC energy efficiency info, Lincs Fire & Rescue Integrated Risk Management Plan 2008/9 Consultation , clerk to respond. Lincs Assembly visionary campaign.
Phoenix -free help for communities with smokers who wish to stop. LCC Capital Grant Aid 2008/9 info. Cllr McClellan brought to PC’s attention following articles in LALC news, ie. SK Assembly preferred meeting times required, PC agreed for clerk to suggest evenings. Also article re. national salary awards for council clerks, increase of 2.475% as at Apr 2007, PC to review clerks salary as last review April 2006. Clerk to also review hours worked each month, put on Jan agenda. 
Appointment of Third Member 07-203
Cllr M Wilkins
HallHDate of next meetings 07-204
Tues 8th January at 7.30pm 
               

Meeting closed at 10.05pm
